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11. Summary of the new findings of the thesis:
Assessment has been one of the most heatedly debated issues worldwide. While on the global scale, classroom assessment (CA) has gained an increasing attention in educational practices and in research for decades, this type of assessment has very recently received an initial recognition in Vietnamese primary schools. The impact of CA in student learning, therefore, remains inclusive and needs further research. The study presented in this thesis was designed to seek deep insights into the CA practised by a group of primary EFL (English as a Foreign Language) teachers and the factors underlying such practices.

To address this complex issue, a collective case study was conducted with 8 primary EFL teachers of English in 3 schools in Hanoi, Vietnam. Data were collected through classroom observations, interviews with teachers and students, and through assessment-related document/materials. 
The methodology was framed by a sociocultural constructivist approach that focused on 6 assessment components of CA (why: purpose, what: focus, how: approach/method, who: agent , when: time, procedure, and how well to assess: assessment strategies). 
The findings showed that the teachers’CA practices were influenced by personal and contextual factors such as their beliefs of how children learn,  constraints built into the curriculum, and institutional assessment requirements. There was a complex and non-linear relationship between teaching, learning and assessment practices related to CA due to the teachers’ internalized conceptions of CA and contextual constraints including the educational policy. Main sources of teachers’ beliefs were their core beliefs of teaching and working with people, their in-service training and exchanged experiences from colleague. The purpose, approach, procedure and focus of assessment depended on three types of assessment conducted in the three schools as specified in the official assessment document issued by the MoET, namely on-going, periodic and final. Teachers’classroom assessment practices were also shaped by the school culture and by the directives of the specialized groups. Teachers’ assessment process followed the planning, framing, implementing and using assessment results. Although classroom assessment did not exert pressure on both teachers and students, it brought relatively modest benefits to their teaching and learning practices. On the surface, assessment activities accompanying a number of potentially effective assessment strategies seemed to support the learning child with a recognition of their multiple intelligences; however, as learning was not planned in a necessary way for the students to achieve the learning goal, assessment activities hardly uncover or stretch their learning.
12. Practical applicability: The findings of this study can provide new insights to five communities in the field of teaching and assessing young learners of English, namely, researchers, teachers, students, language teacher educators, and policy makers. The findings suggest that teachers’ assessment practices can be improved if (1) assessment policies are more transparent and (2)  teachers change their beliefs on teacher-centeredness and on the nature of communicative language teaching. The findings can be used in designing materials for teacher training courses related to teaching methodology, assessment literacy and teacher professional development.
13. Further research directions: This case study may provide several opportunities for further research. First, widening the scope of the study with more primary teachers of English involved would help reveal the complicated hidden corners of teachers’ CA. Second, while the teachers hold positive attitudes towards CA in the research, the question on whether learners and their parents regard it the same as teachers needs further investigation. Third, research on how to maximize student role in the assessment process is another possibility. Finally, as described in the new English Curriculum Guide (2010), there are recommendations for continuous assessment that can be carried out in schools to assess learners’ progress and performance in traditional ways. It is then worthwhile to compare the traditional way of assessing young learners and the alternative ways of CA.
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